“Youth in Action” – Action 1.1 Youth exchange project proposal: 
`My Eco-municipality and I”´ 

CONTEXT AND MOTIVATION
In the summer of 2009 “Open Youth” assisted the Municipality of Vidin in building a partnership with youth organizations from other EU member states in order to carry out the youth exchange project “My municipality and I”. The project gathered young people from Ireland, Poland, Hungary, Italy and Bulgaria. They exchanged experience and ideas in working with municipality authorities. For that reason, they met with municipal officials from Vidin and Belogradchik as well as with local active youth from these towns for discussion of youth initiatives and ideas will be organized. As a result in 2010 we would like to follow-up the good experience in two areas of interest that were identified – ecology and sport.
In 2010 “Open Youth” will again assist the Municipality of Vidin to develop an appropriate partnership with five organizations / groups in order to realise the “My Eco-municipality and I” project. Application will be filed for the April 01st 2010 deadline. 
AIM AND MAIN ACTIVITIES
The aim of the project is the young people to share experience on how ecological issues are taken care of in their society. These include but are not limited to: waste managements, polution, litter in public places, etc.

The main activities of the project will be focused on cleaning the city part and developing measures to promote ecological lifestyle to the citizens in order for it to stay clean. 
PARTICIPANTS
There will be 24 places for young people in the project. Each partner organization will prepare a gender balanced team of four young people aged 18-25. The group should be led by a leader without age limit.  
DATES AND PLACE
The project is planned to take place from 25th (date of arrival) to 31st (date of departure) of October 2010 in Vidin, Bulgaria. 
WORKING LANGUAGE
English 

WORKING METHODS.-
The methods used over the 4 days of the seminar will be:

· 
visual presentations; 

· 
group work, group discussions and brainstorming;

· 
presentation of the program youth in action;

· 
cleaning the city park; 
· 
group debates;
· role-playing, simulations.

COSTS
- Preparation of the project and the partner group: Each partner organization is entitled to 480 EUR for preparation. Up to 50% of the sum will be transferred to the partner after the exchange is over, but costs must be proved by documents. The other 50% will be spent by the host organization to prepare the project activities on place. 

- Travel: 70% of the travel costs will be covered by the project budget, based on the most economic form of transport (APEX, student fare etc.).
- Accommodation and subsistence: 100% will be will be covered by the project budget.

- Personal expenses: To be covered by each participant for him/herself.

APPLICATION AND SELECTION OF PARTNERS
Please, sent the filled-in .doc file “Application form MEI” by e-mail to secretariat@open-youth.org by 21st of February 2010 at latest. The e-mail should have the subject “Application for MEI”. Successful applicants will be informed by 23rd. There is no need of sending Part III unless you are selected for partner and you are informed about it.
Advantages in the application will have organizations / groups who:

· have experience in the matter;

· show clearly their potential added-value;

· are realistic in their travel budget;

· plan an exchange project and can invite a Bulgarian group for it. 
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